A Soldier’s
Guide to
Iraq
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urban modeling environment,
the software program could
be in the field in 18 months,
says Michael Paley, Aptima’s
vice president for government
programs.

The company recently won
a $400,000 contract from the
Pentagon’s Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency
(DARPA) to deliver a proto-
type of ACUMEN. DARPA’s
stated mission is to pursue
military technology where big
rewards offset high risks. In
the Pentagon’s budget of $419
billion, $400,000 hardly rep-
resents a risk, but for Aptima
a successful product could be
worth millions. Aptima has 83
employees, and had revenues of
$13 million in 2004. A major
test of ACUMEN’s strengths
will begin this spring when
computer programmers load

the software v data from
past conflicts. fore-
casts w1ﬁ2 {b:%air the
outcome, actualevents.
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uter science lab of

\\I‘eﬁn Carley, a professor

arnegle Mellon University
i Pittsburgh. Ms. Carley says
"ACUMEN will never be able
to make specific predictions
based on single events, but it
will bring a measure of cultural
savvy to overtired and stressed
soldiers.

Given the Pentagon’s admit-
ted miscaleulations concerning
the Iraq war, from the absence
of weapons of mass destruc-
tion to the ferocity of t

insurgency, one wondlers
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JURISPRUDENCE: Oral Arguments
The file-sharing war is going to
the big dogs. The U.S. Supreme
Court set March 29 as the

day it will hear arguments in
Grokster v. Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer. Lawyers for the

movie studio will
maintain that
peer-to-peer (P2P) T
companies are responsible for

the copyright violations of users. The case comes to the Supreme

Couxt after an August ruling in a San Francisco federal appeals
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